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MINUTES OF THE CANYON PALMS BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING 

HELD ON JANUARY 25, 2021 - Conducted by ZOOM Video Meeting 

 

CALL TO ORDER: The meeting was called to order at 5:30 pm by the Chair.  All Officers and Directors except Ms. 
Kaminsky were in attendance. A quorum was established. Introductions were made. There were several 
Members in attendance as well: Sal Altizio, Sanford Cohen, Ann Coulston, Todd Kaminski, Robert Marcus, Bill 
Mitchell, Michael Ruff, and Paul Sherman. 

PUBLIC COMMENTS:  There were no public comments.  

Mayor Pro Tem and Councilmember Lisa Middleton (District 5) and Lieutenant Gustavo Araiza, Neighborhood 
Police Liaison Officer for Canyon Palms, were also present.  Councilmember Middleton reported that at the next 
meeting of the City Council on Thursday, January 28, 2021, the City Council would be considering adoption of a 
resolution authorizing the City Engineer to establish all-way stop controlled intersections at South Palm Canyon 
Drive and La Verne Way, South Palm Canyon Drive and Murray Canyon Drive, and La Verne Way and Toledo 
Avenue [Item 1Q] on the Consent calendar.  The staff report also includes the City Engineer’s recommendation 
to upgrade the stop signs on Toledo Avenue at Maricopa to solar powered LED signs. A new curb ramp on the 
north side of Toledo Avenue will need to be constructed to create a 2-leg cross walk. The proposed new and 
existing crosswalks will consist of continental style crosswalks (like the one at Elmer’s on E. Palm Canyon Drive). 
Councilmember Middleton noted that there is no crosswalk for over a mile on South Palm Canyon Drive, and 
with increased pedestrian traffic to Oswit Canyon, there clearly is a need for crosswalks.  She thanked the 
Canyon Palms Board for its support getting the word out, with the majority in favor of these enhancements.  
She did note that this was a good start, but that there likely could be future traffic calming enhancements, 
especially on Toledo Avenue. 

Mr. Marcus raised additional concerns with the intersection at Toledo Avenue and La Verne Way. There are two 
right turn lanes for turning from Toledo onto La Verne Way going north.  There is a bike lane on Toledo which 
terminates just before La Verne and becomes one of the two right turn lanes.  Councilmember Middleton and 
Lt. Araiza noted that it is permissible to turn from the far-right lane onto La Verne Way.  Councilmember 
Middleton said she would go and look at what could be done to make it clearer for vehicles. 

Mr. Lancellotti asked the Councilmember what the timeline might be for implementation of these 
enhancements, if approved; she indicated this happens routinely and should be completed in a couple of 
months. 

Mr. Patrick asked the Councilmember if there were more residential-friendly pedestrian crosswalks without 
flashing lights around the “Stop” sign that could be used at Toledo and Maricopa.  The Councilmember noted 
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that she was not aware of a more residential friendly sign but noted that they are only lit when a pedestrian 
activates the Stop sign by pushing the button. 

Mr. Vignolo asked Lt. Araiza if the Palm Springs Police Department would do any traffic enforcement once the 
new all-way stop controlled intersections were implemented.  If there are reports of violations, PSPD could 
dispatch traffic officers to those intersections.  

Mr. Patrick asked about photo enforcement of vehicular speed on La Verne, but there has not been any 
discussion of their use in Palm Springs, because of enforcement challenges.  However, Councilmember 
Middleton suggested it may be time to bring the mobile warning signs the City has, to alert drivers to how fast 
they are going on La Verne Way. 

Lt. Araiza reported that there were 216 incidents in the Canyon Palms Neighborhood over the last year which 
the PSPD responded to, 103 of which were traffic stops. There were 0 residential burglaries reported until 
December 2020 when there were three; one was reported, one was a sliding door that was left open, and one 
was entry into a garage from which a television was stolen.  The common denominator appeared to be 
unsecured entry points (i.e., windows and doors.) Lt. Araiza recommended residents make their homes secure 
by locking all doors and windows before retiring for the evening and activating home security systems even 
when at home (i.e., use the “Stay feature). It is important for all residents to observe any unusual activity in the 
neighborhood and report these incidents to the PSPD Non-emergency telephone line promptly (760-327-1441).   
Residents can also report incidents using the mypalmsprings web app.  The easy-to-use free app allows residents 
to report maintenance and service issues within the City of Palm Springs.  Residents are encouraged to take a 
photo of the issue, fill out a quick form, and hit submit. The city will automatically route your request to the 
appropriate department for resolution. Residents can always request an officer call or stop by in person to 
provide a summary of the results of any investigation of a reported incident. 

Ms. Congleton asked Lt. Araiza if the presence of homeless persons in Smoketree Commons and Smoketree 
Village results in increased crime in our neighborhood; however, Lt. Araiza noted that most of the PSPD 
engagement with the homeless is with homeless downtown or near the Motel 6. 

Mr. Goldberg asked about dramatic crimes specifically in the Canyon South One HOA – thefts of pool heaters, a 
home break-in/invasion, and two mailboxes destroyed. Lt. Araiza suggested video surveillance.  Most of these 
seem to be the work of criminals shopping around for opportunities to steal things, so it is important to provide 
as much information to the PSPD so they can build a case. 

Mr. Lancellotti asked about community policing efforts in Palm Springs.  Lt. Araiza stated that PSPD is “problem 
oriented” and responds to all calls for service.  It is currently staffed to have 106 officers, but current staffing is 
around 95-96.  However, all officers perform multiple functions during their shifts.  Only about 35 officers are 
on average working patrol, but that is across 6 districts city-wide.  These officers also must respond to calls for 
service. This is also impacted by the shift, with less calls for service during graveyard shifts.  During the pandemic, 
the use of “Citizens on Patrol” units to patrol the streets in fully equipped marked vehicles and acting as the 
"eyes and ears" of the Department has been curtailed. Close patrols can still be requested, and PSPD will 
dispatch an officer to a specific area as an additional call for service. 

Councilmember Middleton noted the City is beginning conversations about what law enforcement resources 
are needed in Palm Springs, and what the budgetary requirements are for the PSPD.  She encourages all 
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residents to let City Council know your views on what the city needs in terms of policing resources in the 
community.  Lt. Araiza and Councilmember Middleton noted that unlike other police departments, PSPD is a 
full-service police department, and has the highest number of calls for service of any of the police departments 
anywhere else in the Coachella Valley, principally because we are visited by over 5 million tourists annually.  Lt. 
Araiza also briefed the group on the rollout of new body cameras within the PSPD.  Lt. Araiza fielded questions 
about where to place external cameras to maximize coverage of one’s property without infringing on the privacy 
of neighbors without their consent, and Mr. Altizio asked about statistics for the city’s hate/bias crimes. Palm 
Springs reports both hate crimes as well as hate incidents, although only hate crimes are reported to the FBI. 
From January – November 2020, there were 4 assaults based on race, 2 assaults based on sexual orientation, 
one robbery based on sexual orientation, one intimidation based on race, one vandalism based on race and one 
vandalism based on religion. For hate incidents, there were a few acts of vandalism of city signage. 

OFFICERS’ REPORTS:  The Chair, Vice Chair, Secretary and Treasurer did not have anything to report.  The 
Communications Officer, Mr. Goldberg, reported we currently have 53 email addresses on our mailing list, and 
reminded everyone to continue to reach out and invite more neighbors to opt into our email list.  He also 
reported that we have posted several new postings on our website.  Members were reminded there is a 
Facebook logo on our website and on every email sent out, from which residents can easily join our Facebook 
group. 

OLD BUSINESS:  The minutes of the December 7, 2020 Board of Directors meeting were unanimously approved 
(Ms. Congleton made the initial motion, seconded by Mr. Goldberg). With the last blade sign installed on our 
southern border with Canyon Estates on Caliente Drive, Mr. Vignolo reported that all the Canyon Palms blade 
signs have now been installed.  Mr. Vignolo reminded everyone that there are still two Director vacancies. In 
lieu of having a general membership annual meeting this year, due to the ongoing Covid-19 pandemic, and 
holding elections, the vacancies can be filled by a vote of the current Directors and by any Member who may be 
interested in joining the Board. 

NEW BUSINESS: The Board agreed that we should plan on having our second Board of Directors meeting for 
2021 sometime in the spring, perhaps at the end of March or in mid-April, and after the safety improvements 
have been installed by the city, unless there is a need to have a Board meeting sooner. The Secretary will send 
a Doodle poll out to Members to schedule our spring board meeting. Vice Chair Congleton made a motion to 
adjourn the meeting. The motion was seconded by Mr. Lancellotti, and unanimously approved. The meeting 
was adjourned at 6:40 pm. 

Respectfully submitted, David A. Vignolo, Secretary and Official Representative to ONE-PS 
Board of Directors of the Canyon Palms Neighborhood Organization 
 

Attachment - Statistics related to Calls for Service: Canyon Palms Jan 1, 2020-Jan 19, 2021 


